
POSITIVE VIBES 

“There’s a lot of demon-

stration going on 

around the world and in 

the united states, but it 

is important for all of 

you to understand that 

your city supports you.” 

- Mayor Marty Walsh 
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Neighbors for Neighbors 
The Prophet (P.B.U.H.) said: “The best of companions with Allah is the 
one who is best to his companions, and the best of neighbors to Allah 
is the one who is the best of them to his neighbor.” In 2016 the ISBCC 
hopes to be a great neighbor to our Roxbury neighbors. We will be de-
voting the majority of our civic engagement activities to our Neighbors 
for Neighbors. Our goal is identify 3-4 advocacy or service projects that 
really benefit our neighbors. 

Our first step in this initiative is to go out and talk to our neighbors 
through a door-knocking activity to get to know them and to begin to 
understand the needs of our neighborhood. Please join us for our first 
door-knocking session, time and date are to be announced. 

If you would like to join the ISBCC Neighbors for Neighbors Strategy & 

Action Team, please email Ayesha Kazmi 

at ayesha.kazmi@masboston.org. 
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ISBCC Case Studies 
A core reason that many of our community members support ISBCC with 

their time and effort is in the hopes that it becomes a model mosque 

whose best practices are replicated in other mosques regionally and na-

tionally. Alhamdulillah, we are excited to announce that two case studies 

on our Imam Search Process and our Crisis Management in the aftermath 

of the Marathon bombing were just published by ISPU. These short case 

studies inshAllah can serve as useful guides for other mosques to adopt 

best practices used at our center.  

We also did a Twitter Townhall with ISPU to answer questions regarding 

the Marathon bombing case study today. You can see the tweets on our 

ISBCC twitter account.  

How a Mosque Managed a Crisis: The ISBCC 

Response to the Boston Marathon Bombing 

By analyzing what ISBCC did, this report aims to provide American 

mosques with a set of actions that can allow them to successfully manage 

such crises and emerge as stronger and better-established players in their 

broader communities.  

A Community-Led Imam Search Process 

In presenting the findings from this case study, it is hoped that American 

mosques struggling with finding and retaining suitable mosque leaders 

will be able to learn from the process outlined here, and tailor it to best 

meet their own community’s needs.  

ARKanum 
Youth  
Program 
ARKanum comprises over 60 

teens who are mentored on a 

weekly basis by nearly 10 col-

lege students and young adults. 

Divided into a winter session, a 

spring session, and a Fall ses-

sion, the group meets collective-

ly on Saturdays from 5-9 pm. 

Each session includes a reli-

gious lecture, a fun group activi-

ty that builds close bonds, and a 

project/workshop that grows 

life skills. On a monthly basis, 

the group also takes field trips, 

prays qiyam or goes on retreats 

in nature. Once a year, the 

group takes an international 

trip to learn about our Islamic 

heritage  

Rowing on the Charles River 
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ISBCC Annu-

al Plan 

2017/18 

After Ramadan, Shaykh 

Yasir, Yusufi, our board, 

and our staff begin to 

craft a draft plan for the 

upcoming year (Dhul Hi-

jjah to Dhul Hijjah).  

Along with consulting the 

Advisory Team on this 

plan, please look for us to 

hold a community forum 

where we would like your 

feedback on the plan be-

fore we set it in place in-

shAllah. A date should be 

announced in the next 

month. 

JazakumAllahu Khairan 

for all your support.  

Please make lots of duas 

that Allah keeps us on the 

straight path and allows 

us to grow closer to Him 

through our efforts and 

support of His houses like 

the ISBCC. 

Out of Many, One—
Interfaith Work 
After the joint event with GBIO, Senator Warren and Mayor Walsh last 

year, we launched a series of interfaith teach-ins with GBIO to keep our 

community and our partners informed of the challenges facing our com-

munity and how to help.  

The Barr Foundation, Boston Foundation, and Proteus Fund, Alhamdulil-

lah, all are supporting this important work.  

Organized by our Civic Engagement Director Sr. Suzan El-Rayess, our last 

teach in happened this past Tuesday at Temple Isaiah in Lexington.  

Please keep a look out for more updates on this work.  


